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Shawn is an accomplished white-collar and investigations attorney with more than two decades of experience. His

practice focuses on criminal defense, government and internal investigations, False Claims Act (FCA), regulatory 

enforcement actions, securities litigation and enforcement, appeals, Foreign Corrupt Practices Act (FCPA), 

blockchain technology and digital currency, and related areas. He was named one of the country’s top “Rising 

Stars” for white-collar practice by Law360.

Shawn advises and defends corporations, executives, public officials, and other individuals and entities in matters 

implicating or involving the Department of Justice (DOJ), the Securities and Exchange Commission (SEC), the 

Food and Drug Administration (FDA), and other government agencies and regulators. He also has extensive 

experience conducting internal and government-facing investigations on behalf of corporate clients to examine, 

and potentially defend against, allegations of improper conduct by employees.

In his legal work and beyond, Shawn is a natural problem-solver. He takes great pride in relentlessly seeking the 

best answer, argument, approach, or solution to any situation. Over his career, Shawn has counseled and 

defended clients in a variety of high-profile matters, including: Enron; the BP oil spill (Deepwater Horizon); 

Volkswagen’s “Dieselgate”; the Blackwater security incident in Iraq; investigations surrounding the mortgage-

backed securities fallout; and other confidential internal, congressional, and SEC investigations. Shawn 

recognizes, however, that no matter the scale or notoriety, every case is important to the client – and it should be 

treated as such by their counsel.

Shawn also believes strongly in volunteer and pro bono work, and is routinely named with high honors to the D.C. 

Bar’s pro bono honor roll. In recent years, he has frequently represented veterans in cases involving benefits 

claims and appeals. Shawn was also appointed by the D.C. Bar’s Board on Professional Responsibility to serve in

a judicial capacity on the Board’s Hearing Committees, which conduct hearings on, adjudicate, and oversee 

resolution of formal charges of attorney misconduct.

Services

• Litigation

• White Collar Defense
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• Government Investigations

• False Claims Act

Education

• The Ohio State University Moritz College of Law  (J.D., magna cum laude, 2006)

o Order of the Coif (ranked top 5%)

o Judge Karam Award for Legal Writing

o Law Journal Managing Editor

• Sullivan University  (M.B.A., summa cum laude, 2004)

o President's Cup Award (ranked #1 in class)

• University of Kentucky  (B.A., summa cum laude, 2003)

o Phi Beta Kappa

o University Honors Program Graduate

o Vandenbosch Award in Political Science

Bar Admissions

• District of Columbia

Court Admissions

• U.S. District Court for the District of Columbia

• U.S. District Court for the District of Massachusetts

• U.S. District Court for the Northern District of Illinois

• U.S. Court of Appeals for the Eighth Circuit

• U.S. Court of Appeals for the Tenth Circuit

Distinctions

• Law360

o Rising Stars, White Collar (national award) (2020)

• D.C. Bar

o Pro Bono Honor Roll (High Honors)

• Washington, D.C. Super Lawyers®

o Rising Star, Criminal Defense - White Collar (2014 - 2020)
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